
Whitnash Primary School 
Learning, growing and succeeding together 

Reception Maths and Literacy Home Learning Menu Spring 1- week beginning Monday 1st to Friday 12th February 2021 
 

MATHS 
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1. Counting and ordering 
numbers 1-10 then 1-20 
Counting 
Practice counting to 10 and back 
orally. Then practice writing the 
numbers 1 to 10 in order.  
(To challenge yourself further you 
could try doing this up to 20) 
Look at the counting picture below. 
Choose something to count. Use 
your carful counting skills to find out 
how many there are of different 
things in the picture. Use a full 
sentence to say how many you 
counted e.g. Use the sentence:  
There are 7 teeth in the picture.  
 
Ordering 1-10  
Make yourself some number cards 
with numerals 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
Make another set with pictures or 
dots to represent each number to 10. 
Jumble them up and then have a go 
at putting each of them in order.  
Then make each number using 
blocks or objects. Can you put these 
in order to?  
 
Try ordering 1-10 first then work 
with numbers 1-20.  
 

2. One more within 10. 
One more aliens 
Draw a picture of an alien with 0 eyes 
or use the alien picture below.  
Using your number cards from 
yesterday place them face down and 
muddle them up. Turn over a card. 
Using googly eyes, blocks, counters, 
smarties or you can just draw them, 
add that many eyes onto your alien. 
Then using the number track below 
(or make your own) find that number 
on your number track. Can you find 
the number that is one more than 
your number card on your number 
track? Using your finger can you 
jump one more. Say out loud: One 
more than _____ (the number on 
your number card) is ______.  
Then add one more eye to your alien. 
How many are there now? Keep 
going until you have used all the 
number cards.  
(Once you are confident with 1 more 
you could try adding 2 more each 
time and having a go at this on your 
number track but this time doing 2 
jumps) 

 
 

3. One less within 10 

Sing the song ‘5 little men in a flying 
saucer’ or use this YouTube link.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=2E3p_51tJx0  
What do you notice happens to the 
number as the men fly away 1 by 1? 
They are getting one fewer or one 
less each time.  
 
Draw and cut out 10 Aliens. (you 
could use your teddies or some 
blocks instead if you prefer)  
Using a 10 frame as a ‘rocket’, sing 
‘10 little men in a flying saucer’ and 
each time take 1 away. Each time 
you have a new number also find 
this on the number track and do one 
jump backwards to check and find 
one less.  

4.Number ordering games 
Try playing some of these games on 
‘topmarks’ using the link below. Have 
a go at putting the numbers in the 
correct order. Use your number tracks 
to help you and your knowledge of 
one more and one less. Start with 1-10 
then move on to 1-20. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/5-7-years/ordering-and-
sequencing  
 
If you can’t access these games try 
playing a missing numbers game 
using your number cards. Make a 
number line to 20. Ask an adult to 
remove a number. Which number is 
missing? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/ordering-and-sequencing
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/ordering-and-sequencing
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/ordering-and-sequencing
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1. Addition using objects and 
counting on 
Using the counting picture below 
choose 2 different things that you 
can see e.g. aliens and rockets. We 
are going to find the total of these 2 
amounts.  
Using a 10 frame count the correct 
number of items on to the 10 frame 
to represent the first thing you 
chose.  
For example: 5 red blocks to 
represent the 5 Aliens.  
Then using a different item or colour 
count the correct amount for the 
second thing you chose. 
For example: 2 blue blocks to 
represent the rockets.  
Now we can count. Do not start 
counting from 1 we know there are 5 
aliens so start counting from 5 and 
count on. Count on 2 more from 5 
saying 5,6,7. Then say the sentence 
out loud: ‘5 add 2 is equal to 7. There 
are 7 all-together.’ 
Have a go at another one using 2 
different things you can see in the 
picture. Remember don’t start 
counting from 1 count on from the 
first amount and don’t forget to say 
the sentence out loud when you 
have found the total. 

2. Addition using a number 
track 

You will need the number cards or 
picture cards you made in sequence 1 
and the number track below or the 
one you made. Place the number 
cards face down in the middle. Turn 
over 2 of the number cards. Using 
blocks of the same colour or another 
item can you count that many blocks 
on to your number track to show the 
first number. Now using a different 
colour block or item, count the 
correct number of blocks for the 
second number that you turned over. 
Remember you don’t need to start 
counting from 1 to find the total. 
Start counting from the first number 
you turned over and count up. Now 
say your number sentence out loud 
Use the sentence  
 
____ plus _____ is equal to _____ 
 
Repeat by turning over 2 different 
number cards and adding different 
amounts of blocks to your number 
track. 

3. Understanding subtraction 
as taking away  
Use this number generator and set 
it 1-10. https://www.online-
stopwatch.com/random-number-
generators/ Generate a number and 
using sweets, raisins or cheerios 
count that many on to your 10 
frame (if you can’t access the 
generator just use your number 
cards) 
Now the fun bit! Your adult is going 
to decide how many you can eat. 
Get you adult to give you a number 
of how many you can eat but don’t 
eat them straight away. First make 
sure you take the correct amount 
away, off the 10 frame. How many 
do you have left?  
Say the number sentence  
I had ____ sweets. I took away/ ate 
____sweets.  I have ____ sweets 
left. 
 
Repeat using different generated 
numbers and taking away different 
amounts. 

4. Subtraction using the number 
track 
Set up a tea party for your toys. Place 
10 toy food items (or blocks 
pretending to be cakes) lined up in a 
straight line in the middle. Place your 
number cards in order under the items 
of food to create a number track. 
Then you need to roll a dice. The 
number shown on the dice is how 
many cakes you are going to share 
with your toys at the tea party. The 
ones left are for you!  
Take away the amount of cakes to 
match the number shown on the dice 
and give these to your toys.  
How many do you have left for you? 
Use the number track to help you. You 
started with 10 now jump back the 
number shown on the dice. How many 
are left?  
As an extra challenge- 
Can you draw pictures to represent 
this sum. E.g. draw 10 cakes cross out 
the number rolled on the dice. The 
ones that you don’t cross out show 
how many are left. 
Repeat by rolling different numbers on 
your dice to take away from 10.  

 

 

 

https://www.online-stopwatch.com/random-number-generators/
https://www.online-stopwatch.com/random-number-generators/
https://www.online-stopwatch.com/random-number-generators/


 Problem solving using 10 

You will need: 
-10 teddies or 10 blocks 
-2 hoops/boxes or just 2 different coloured 
pieces of paper  
Start with 10 items all together in 1 
hoop/box/piece of paper. 
Use the sentence: There are 10 in the red 
hoop. There are 0 in the blue hoop. There 
are 10 all-together.  
Take one out of the red hoop and put it in 
the blue hoop. Can we find out how many 
are left in the red hoop using our 
knowledge of one more and one less? 
Say the sentence again with the new 
amounts that are in each hoop. Repeat 
taking one out each time and putting it 
into the other hoop and saying the 
sentence. Have a go at recording this on a 
piece of paper if you want to.  

- Now you will need a piece of 
fabric/blanket  

Count the 10 toys together. Then get your 
adult to cover up some of the toys with the 
fabric or blanket. Count how many are left. 
Can you work out how many are hiding? 
Remember there are 10 all-together.  
 
Use your knowledge of one more and one 
less, counting on and back or using your 
number track to help you find out how 
many are missing.  You could also use 
marks/drawings on paper to help you.  

Key  
 

Ordinal numbers within 10  
Watch the story all about Chinese 
New Year using the link below.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=eVClAj8q_lY  
 
Use your teddies or toys to act out 
the race just like in the story. You 
can use the table below to help you 
remember which order they finished 
the race. With your adult can you 
say which toy or animal came first, 
second, third, fourth, and so on? 
 
You could even try having a race of 
your own with the people in your 
family. Can you reward them a 
place? Did they come 1st, 2nd, 3rd? 
You could maybe even make them a 
1st 2nd 3rd place certificate. 

Additional ongoing maths activities 
 Number recognition to 20 

 Writing numbers to 20  

 Practise ordering numbers to 20 

 Missing numbers- make a number line to 20. Ask an adult to remove a 
number. Which number is missing? 

 Practise counting to 20 and then back to 0. You could begin your 
counting from different starting numbers 

 Practise identifying the number that is 1 more or 1 less than a given 
number 

 Practise your careful counting of objects- those which can be moved 
and those which cannot be moved e.g. dots on a piece of paper 

 One- minute challenges e.g. how many star jumps can you do in one 
minute? How many bricks tall can you build a tower? How many times 
can you write your name? etc. 

 You can watch ‘Numberblocks’ on BBC iPlayer 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY


 
Counting Picture 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Alien Picture  
Number Track 

Chinese Zodiac animal race order 
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1. Draw a cartoon strip 
Watch the story in the link below 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/storyt

eller-videos/storyteller-videos-

traditional-tales/ draw a cartoon 

strip of the events in this story. 

Split your paper into 4 or 6 boxes, 
then simply draw a picture in each 
box to represent each event in the 
story. Make sure that the pictures are 
in sequence. You can then use this to 
help you confidently re-tell your story. 
(If you cannot access the link use the 
Oak Academy story of ‘The King and 
The Moon’ or a story of your choice) 
 

2. How could the king get to 
the moon? 
At the end of the story the king tries 

to get the moon by climbing on lots 

of boxes but he falls and does not get 

the moon. Can you think of an idea of 

how the king could get to the moon? 

Can you draw a picture and write a 

sentence about how the king will get 

the moon.  

 
 
 

 

3. Write a list 
If you managed to get to the moon using 
your idea from yesterday what would 
you take with you? Can you write a list of 
things you might take with you on a trip 
to the moon?  
You could watch the video of Mrs 
Jennings reading the story ‘Whatever 
Next!’ on the school website for some 
ideas. 

Please remember to: 

 Sound out words 

 Use a sound mat so you can 
copy the letters you need 
(available on school website 
or make your own by writing 
the letters of the alphabet)  

 Leave a finger space between 
each word 

 Number the items on your list 

 For each new item, start a 
new line 

 
 

 
 
  . 

 
 

4. Rhyming activity  
We have been talking a lot about the 
moon. The final challenge of this 
sequence is to find words that rhyme 
with the word moon.  
A rhyme is when words sound very 
similar.  
You can do this by writing the word 
moon and thinking of any other 
words that have the sound ‘oo’ in the 
middle  
 
Or  
 
You could play ‘silly soup.’ Write the 
word ‘moon, and place it into a bowl. 
Use your imagination and pretend to 
add more ingredients to the bowl. 
The ingredients will be more words 
that rhymes with moon. Mix it in to 
make your silly soup. These words 
can be real words or made up alien 
words e.g. foon but remember they 
must rhyme. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/storyteller-videos/storyteller-videos-traditional-tales/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/storyteller-videos/storyteller-videos-traditional-tales/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/storyteller-videos/storyteller-videos-traditional-tales/
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1. Reading the story 
On Friday 12th February it is Chinese 
New Year.  
Watch the story using this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
eVClAj8q_lY  
 
Discuss the story with your family 
members. 
Which was your favorite part? 
How did the rat manage to win the 
race? 
Do you think he would have won the 
race if he hadn’t tricked the other 
animals?  
Why did the emperor suggest the 
animals have a race? 
Do you think this was a good idea? 
How would you have solved the 
problem of the arguing animals? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Order the animals  
Draw a picture of each of the animals 

in the story. Then number them in the 

order that they came in the race. For 

your final challenge can you write 

one word to describe each character? 

To challenge yourself even further 

write a sentence to describe each 

character. 

Remember: 

 Sound out words 

 Use a sound mat so you can 
copy the letters you need 
(available on school website 
or make your own by writing 
the letters of the alphabet)  

 Leave a finger space between 
each word 

 Start your sentence with a 
capital letter and finish it with 
a full stop 

3. Act it out 
Using your animal pictures and 
numbers to help you, have a go at 
acting out the animal race. You can 
use your toys at home to help you.  

4. Find your Chinese Zodiac 
animal 
On the Chinese calendar every year is 
represented by an animal from the 
story. The year 2021 is the year of the 
Ox. 
Can you find out which animal 
represents the year you were born? 
It is believed that whichever animal 
you are means you have certain 
traits. Can you find out what this 
means for you? 
 Use the link below to help 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
explore/chinese-horoscopes/  
So just for fun, find your birth year 
and that year's animal, and see what 
some people believe it says about 
you.  
Can you draw a picture of the animal 
and write a sentence to say which 
animal you are? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/chinese-horoscopes/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/chinese-horoscopes/


Reading activity 
Using the simple sentences below choose 
one that matches your level of reading. 
Cut it out or get a family member to write 
it out big enough so that you can read it. 
Read the sentence using your phonics to 
sound out the words. Once you have read 
the sentence draw a picture to represent 
the sentence that you read.  
e.g  
If the setnence was: A pin on a map  
 You might draw something like this  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You can repeat this activity by choosing one 
of the other sentences provided. 

Speed sounds and words 
A family member needs to say a 
sound and you must write it.  
Practice the focus sounds from the 
last 2 weeks  
ay- as in play and day 
ee- as in sleep and see 
igh –as in night and light 
ow -as in blow and snow   
oo as in zoo and food 
oo as in look and book 
 
If you want to you can then play 
speed words. Your adult will need to 
say a simple 3 or 4 letter word and 
you have to sound it out and write it 
Eg. shop, chip, this, sing, think, night, 
zoo, snow etc. 

Additional ongoing literacy & phonics activities 
The scheme we use at Whitnash to teach phonics is called ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ 
They have a YouTube channel which is showing phonics lesson which you can 
access with your child for free. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join in with the set 1 sound lessons if your child is unsure of these: 
m  a  s  d  t  i  n  p  g  o  c  k  u  b  f  e  l  h  r  j  v  y  w  z  x  
sh  th  ch  qu  ng  nk  ck- Special friends (2 letters which make 1 sound)  
 
 

 Play I-spy- initial sounds or by sounding out words e.g. I-spy 
something that sounds like c-u-p 

 Sing Nursery rhymes 

 Practise writing your first name and surname 

 Practise correct letter formation. You will find a letter formation 
guide, with the rhymes we teach the children for each letter, at the 
bottom of the Holly and Ivy class page. 

 Please remember to read with your child frequently and log your 
comments on GoRead. 
You can access our school reading scheme books through the Oxford 
Owl website 

Focus Sounds 1st- 12th February: 
 

 or  air  ir  (as in bird) ou (as in house)  oy  
 
The lessons for our focus sounds start on Monday 1st February @9.30am 
on the YouTube channel (Ruth Miskin Training) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_ci
d=71ef745098&mc_eid=c9705b8c67 
 
Each lesson is 10-15 mins long and available on the channel for 24hours.  
There is a link to view the lesson schedule on the Holly and Ivy class 
page. It is at the bottom of the page, click the yellow button labelled 
‘Learning to read from home.’ 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=71ef745098&mc_eid=c9705b8c67
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=71ef745098&mc_eid=c9705b8c67


Reading Activity sentences 
 

Set 1 sound sentences  

The sun is hot. 

A sad man. 

A cat in a hat. 

The dog put on the socks. 

A cat and a dog. 

A frog on a log. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Set 2 sound sentences 

It is dark in the night. 

My fish and chips are on a 

dish. 

The tools are in the Shed. 

The light from a torch. 

Looking at books. 

The dog was in the snow. 


