
 

History 

 
The History curriculum makes our children aware of the scale of time in history from 
the earliest people, hunters and gatherers right through to the Second World War and 
the present day. 
  
Pupils look at the way people have lived through different periods of History and the 
varying influences that have affected changes on their way of life.  Classroom 
teachings and learning strategies include handling artefacts, documents and pictures 
to distinguish between old and new using reference materials to extract relevant 
information. 
  
An important part of historical enquiry involves collecting actual evidence together with 
the ability to deduce information from real sites and in-situ artefacts.  As such 
numerous educational visits are organised to places of historical interest in both key 
stages. 
  
Very early on children study from their own experiences and their immediate family.  A 
basic understanding of life in the past is developed through fold legends and stories 
about famous people. 
  
At Key Stage 1 pupils will develop an awareness of the ways in which the past is 
different from the present through themes or class topics such as Houses and Homes, 
The Great Fire of London, Transport, and the Seaside.  They will also study a variety 
of people and events from the local area, the wider community, Britain and other 
countries. 
  
The main skills that are being developed at this time is an awareness of time and the 
ability to sequence events in addition to the attainment of historical knowledge. 
  
At Key Stage 2 pupils will build on the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired 
at Key Stage 1.  Pupils are helped to grasp an understanding of the periods studied 
as well as considering change over time. Topics include: Stone Age Britain, Ancient 
Greece, a local historical study, Ancient Egypt, The Romans, The Tudors, Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings, the Ancient Mayan Civilisation and World War 1 and 2. 
  
They will have opportunities to develop their chronological awareness and to learn 
about the past through the range of historical themes and topics.  History may be 
taught through a topic approach or as discrete units which are often 'blocked' to allow 
an in depth study over a half term or term. 
  
The emphasis is primarily on social history studying the way of life of people at different 
times in the past including key events and personalities.  They will study four main 
historical periods and throughout these periods pupils will compare and contrast 
change and development. 
 


