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16th January 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
READING AT HOME 
 
Your child’s reading experience is much more than the reading book which 
comes home from school. Reading is happening all the time in the classroom. It 
is taught in specific reading and phonics lessons and across other subjects too. 
 
Parents can support this ‘reading journey’ through regular reading at home. 
Reading to and with your child every day for at least 10 minutes can make a 
huge difference to a child’s achievement in school. A report from Oxford 
University Press highlighted the importance of parents reading with their children. 
‘Children who read outside of class are 13 times more likely to read above the 
expected level for their age’. 
 
We are, however, still noticing that some of the children are not reading at home.  
(Please can we remind you to comment/sign in their reading diary if you 
have heard them read- we will only change books if their reading diary has 
been signed by you).  
 
To encourage reading at home we have decided that each class is going to have 
a ‘star reader’ every week. This will be awarded to a child who has been reading 
regularly at home. The child will receive a certificate for this. Also we have started 
a ‘red word of the week ‘ (red words are words which can’t be sounded out) - the 
aim of this is for the children to try and spot this word outside of school- in books, 
signs, magazines etc. The red word is pinned up outside for parents to see. 
Please try and support your child with this activity. 
 
Last term we sent home a sheet with some ideas to help you when reading with 
your child. Please come and see one of us if you would like another one. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 
                
Mrs. Riddell, Mrs. Stevenson & Miss Russell 
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