
 

English 
 

A good command of English is essential to the all-round development of every child 
leading to their success not only at school, but also in later life. Therefore the 
curriculum at Whitnash Primary is thematic and cross-curricular to ensure that 
English skills permeates throughout and there is a strong focus on promoting the 
essential skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
 
Reading is taught throughout the school using a variety of strategies and methods. 
These include: 

 Individual reading opportunities. 

 Guided Reading groups in Key Stage 1. 

 Whole-class Guided Reading in Key Stage 2. 

 Independent reading opportunities. 

 Phonics groups - the school follows the Read Write Inc Programme 
for the teaching of phonics and early reading skills.  

 Comprehension focused reading through the ' Accelerated Reading 
Programme'. 

 
The children are guided to appreciate the significance of print, to build up a sight 
vocabulary with a good knowledge of phonics and encouraged to develop their skills 
of inference and deduction. These skills are taught from Reception onwards using 
the Read Write Inc Programme, progressing onto Guided Reading sessions from 
Year 2 onwards. 
 
From Reception, children are taught to read words from sight and to sound out 
words by blending. They are also shown how to identity rhymes and pattern in words 
and segment sounds for spelling. Children have opportunity daily to learn new 
phonemes, consolidate previous skills and apply their skills to a reading or writing 
task utilising the books and resources which accompany the Read Write Inc 
Programme.  
 
Whilst they become familiar with the conventions of writing they are also introduced 
to simple punctuation, capital letters and the spacing between words.  
 
Once children have mastered their phonics, attention is given daily to Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG). Children are given weekly opportunities to 
demonstrate their competence and confidence with these skills through 'SPAG' 
sessions from Year 2 onwards. 
 
The children are positively encouraged to take books home. Each child has a 
Reading Record book where parents are invited to comment on progress alongside 
the teacher. Parents are strongly encouraged to read to their child as well listening to 
them read. Working in partnership with parents we hope to stimulate children's 
interest in books and encourage the habit of reading for pleasure. The school 
recommends books for each year group and includes a recommended ‘Book of the 
Week’ for each Key Stage on our website. 
 
Writing begins in our Early Years curriculum where there is a strong focus on 
encouraging emergent writing. Through a balance of direct teaching and extensive 
opportunities to explore their writing independently through the classroom 
environment, children develop the appropriate skills identified in the Early Learning 
Goals. As children progress through Reception and the rest of the school they have 
frequent opportunities to write for different purposes and audiences. 



As children become more competent writers they are encouraged to revise and 
redraft work, paying attention to clarity and meaning a well as to the skills of 
punctuation, consistency in tense and spelling. Cross-curricular writing, the varied 
use of genre, and a meaningful and engaging curriculum all help to create extensive 
opportunities for our children at Whitnash to learn, demonstrate and apply their 
English skills. Children are encouraged to apply their skills by writing at length.  
Extended Writing sessions are planned weekly and children produce a full written 
outcome in their ‘Big Write’ books at the end of each English unit of work. 
 
Throughout the school great emphasis is placed on sentence construction, grammar, 
punctuation, spellings and handwriting so please support you child with any spelling 
or written work which has to be completed at home.  
 
Handwriting is taught through guided practice in a style that has an entry and exit 
stroke, enabling the children to develop a joined and cursive handwriting style from 
Year 1 onwards.  
 
From Year 1 onwards the children are encouraged to develop their cursive style 
through the use of 'Pen Licences'. Once they have mastered a neat, consistent 
cursive style, the individual children will be rewarded with a certificate in Friday's 
Achievement Assembly and given a pen to write with. We find this is extremely 
motivational and children are encouraged to strive and aspire to a 'Pen Licence'. 
 
Speaking and Listening is also a strong focus throughout the curriculum. We aim to 
develop children's confidence, self-esteem and expertise, so they are able to 
express themselves effectively and appropriately. We believe that our children 
should be able to listen and respond to others attentively and thoughtfully with 
respect and tolerance for other viewpoints. 
 
All our children take part in a wide range of activities for different audiences, such as 
reading aloud, group discussions, drama activities, presentations to the class, class 
assemblies to the school and annual productions to parents and carers. 
 
  

 


