
 

Mathematics 

 

At Whitnash Primary School we are committed to raising standards for all children in 
Maths, so that all children become confident and successful mathematicians.  
 
Pupils are given opportunities to acquire skills and knowledge appropriate to their 
Age Related Expectations and also to mathematical situations that they will meet in 
life. 
 
Maths sessions have a particular structure, during the morning session. They begin 
with some challenging and paced oral mental work which is designed to re-enforce a 
range of mental recall skills and calculation. The main part of the lesson may 
consolidate, practice and extend previous work or introduce a new topic. The lesson 
finishes with a short plenary session which summarises the key ideas and lesson 
objectives. A mini-plenary is often incorporated into the lesson to help the teacher 
assess the children’s understanding.  
 
Each school day also begins with a revisit of mental maths work, again designed to 
reinforce learning. These are referred to as ‘CLIC’ sessions as ‘Counting’ activities 
‘Learn it’ number facts, ‘It’s Nothing New’ activities and ‘Calculation’ are visited. 
 
Lessons are planned to encourage children’s development in their confidence and 
competence with number. They gain an understanding of the number system, a 
repertoire of calculation skills (outlined in the school's Calculation Policy) and an 
ability to solve problems in a variety of contexts. Wherever possible children's 
mathematical understanding is developed and encouraged through hands on 
resources, manipulative apparatus, models and images.  
 
Mathematics involves searching for patterns and relationships to solve both practical 
and theoretical problems by analysing and communicating information and ideas. 
Therefore we encourage the development of children's mathematical vocabulary and 
encourage them to verbally explain their reasoning. Children are encouraged to talk 
about their own work, ask questions and make predictions based on experience. 
 
The school use 'Prove it' tables in every class as a resource base. These tables are 
integrated into the planning and delivery of a lesson and children are encouraged to 
access the resources to verbally explain and visually demonstrate their 
understanding of a concept or calculation.  
 
The curriculum for Mathematics at Whitnash focuses on three crucial elements of 
maths. These are: 

Fluency 
Reasoning 
Problem Solving  

The school uses the ‘White Rose’ curriculum to assist the planning and guide the 
content of lessons. This curriculum is progressive and linked to the Age Related 
Expectations for each year group, as specified in the National Curriculum. 
 
Mathematics is an extremely important subject area and therefore every opportunity 
is also taken to promote Maths in cross-curricular learning. In the planning for 
Foundation Subjects, such as Science and History, opportunities to link Maths work 
in a cross-curricular way are maximised. 


